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Set among a cluster of centuries-old warehouses,
Bodegon opens its doors just as one would
welcome guests into a home, transforming lives
and communities through art, culture, and heritage.

Twenty-five years on, we aim to become an iconic
arts and crafts center in Chile—deeply rooted in the
local landscape yet with a global outlook.



Relevance

Local Roots

Sustainability






Choapa Province is an ancient
territory with 11,000 years of human
presence. Here, indigenous peoples,
rural traditions and artisanal fishing
coexist—all within an ecosystem of
endemic flora, that makes the area
a unigue biodiversity hotspot.







What is now Bodegon originated in the 18th
century as a transit point for goods moving
between the province's fertile valleys and the
port of Los Vilos. Thanks to the vision of its

founders, Jorge Colvin and Fernando de Castro,

the old, dilapidated building was restored with
a focus on heritage preservation and became
the heart of the Choapa Province's creative
identity.
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Nercasseau, 2026.
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At the core of Bodegdn’'s artistic programme,
the Art Platform brings together the
institution's contemporary art activities for the
local community and visitors, both within its
historic space and through its digital platform.
It encompasses exhibitions, music and dance
performances, discussions, artistic
residencies and publications.
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B Locos y Lapas. Melanie Smith, 2024. | o 15
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M TheEndIs Not The End. Juan Castillo, 2025.
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B Minimal Barroco / Juan Castillo 17


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nNkcgz7l0nI

Pilar Elgueta & Sofia Nercasseau (2026) |

Nury E zalez

Artists

e
-

Bienal de Arte Textil (2026)
Nicolds Piwonk )
Alejandra Priet )
Fundacién Mar ro (2
Estefania Muf 5)
Juan Castillo (2

Carlos Leppe |
Melanie Smith
Catalina Bauer (2024)

Magdalena Atria (2024)

Os
Rafael 023)

Beatriz Le “Lorena Villablanca,
Virginia Vizcaino (2023)
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It brrngs together Bodegons creative
programmes for the local communrty

Ballet School and spaces for |r{-, raction, |t see S
to spark creatrvrty nurture taleht ar}d foster
- community |ntegrat|0h Its educatlorral
ehgagement programme reaches 100% of
munrcrpal schools
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The Craft Workshops aim to preserve /
and foster a range of creativeqoractiéés
—including printmaking, weaving,
photography, and ceramics—

highlighting their role in local identity

and cultural development.



The workshops are organised around
exhibitions and visiting artists, combining
technical learning with creative
experimentation. They are open to both
the local community and visitors.

Horsehair | VIacarena Freire.
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:-Canto a lo Divino is a Chilean rural
oral tradition blending poetry and
Music, in which singers improvise or
perform religious décimas (ten-line
stanzas), passing down spiritual and
- _communal knowledge from

generation to generation.
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https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLfqXklZlClW8aLG3huVphqJlH07hd-PcC

| . n
The Choapa region keeps this

tradition alive, and Bodegén?vorks

to safeguard it alongside local '
communities and new generations,

acting as an active cu%dian O
local intangible herita%e.
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between Bodegén's
commitment to artistic
excellence and its deep roots In
Choapa culture.
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The Artist Residency Programme invites
international and Chilean artists to develc
creative processes connected to the
landscape and culture of the Choag
encompassing a diversity of disci
techniques, and approaches.
explore the region, eng
the local communi
discussions, and
subsequen

e hibl









/

oA ol

wd A A4 A A dd JJJJJJJJJJJJ

.J.JJJJJJ;J

4.4

A iy Lk










*l't..l__ '

R

A

]|

il

il

41

Vldeo work at Jumex Museum



https://www.instagram.com/p/DazCmrmDsn_/?hl=es&img_index=2
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“P Next Resident Artist: David Batchelor 44
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https://www.bodegonlosvilos.cl/

<

The Bodegon Cultural Los Vilos project is funded through the Cultural Donations Law, the
Collaborative Cultural Organizations Programme (PAOCC), and the Art in Education Fund of
the Ministry of Cultures, Arts, and Heritage.

Ministerio de PROYECTO ACOGIDO
'@‘ las Culturas,
las Artes y el

paimonio. | | EY DE PAOCC

DONACIONES Programa de Apoyo a VINACHOAPA LOS PELAMBRES
Organizaciones Culturales SALAMANCA ANTOFAGASTA MINERALS

Gobierna de Chile CULTURALES Colaboradoras

46


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OsyVte2OjvE
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	We are a centre for art and craft.
	Los Vilos, Chile.

	Set among a cluster of centuries-old warehouses, Bodegón opens its doors just as one would welcome guests into a home, transforming lives and communities through art, culture, and heritage.
	Twenty-five years on, we aim to become an iconic arts and crafts center in Chile—deeply rooted in the local landscape yet with a global outlook.
	Relevance
	Local Roots
	Sustainability
	Choapa
	Choapa Province is an ancient territory with 11,000 years of human presence. Here, indigenous peoples, rural traditions and artisanal fishing coexist—all within an ecosystem of endemic flora, that makes the area a unique biodiversity hotspot.
	Origin
	What is now Bodegón originated in the 18th century as a transit point for goods moving between the province's fertile valleys and the port of Los Vilos. Thanks to the vision of its founders, Jorge Colvin and Fernando de Castro, the old, dilapidated building was restored with a focus on heritage preservation and became the heart of the Choapa Province's creative identity.
	And here we are.
	Art Platform
	The One And The Other: A Terrestrial Glossary. Pilar Elgueta and Sofía Nercasseau, 2026.

	At the core of Bodegón’s artistic programme, the Art Platform brings together the institution’s contemporary art activities for the local community and visitors, both within its historic space and through its digital platform. It encompasses exhibitions, music and dance performances, discussions, artistic residencies and publications.
	The Most Beautiful Day. Carlos Leppe, 2023.
	The Infinite Rope. Catalina Bauer, 2024.
	Locos y Lapas. Melanie Smith, 2024.
	The End Is Not The End. Juan Castillo, 2025.
	Minimal Barroco / Juan Castillo
	Artists
	School & Community
	It brings together Bodegón’s creative learning programmes for the local community, with a particular focus on younger generations. Through exhibition-based engagement, workshops, the Ballet School, and spaces for interaction, it seeks to spark creativity, nurture talent, and foster community integration. Its educational engagement programme reaches 100% of municipal schools.

	Ballet school in the Quilimarí Valley, with Maestra Parmatma.
	Educational Mediation Programme.
	Craft Workshops
	The Craft Workshops aim to preserve and foster a range of creative practices—including printmaking, weaving, photography, and ceramics—highlighting their role in local identity and cultural development.
	The workshops are organised around exhibitions and visiting artists, combining technical learning with creative experimentation. They are open to both the local community and visitors.

	Horsehair Weaving Workshop by Macarena Freire.
	Flamenco Dance Workshop by Claudia Sanhueza.
	Printmaking Workshop by Rafael Munita, Taller 99.
	Pigmenta Lab by Natalia Venegas.
	Summer Craft Workshop exhibition.
	Canto a lo Divino
	(Song to the Divine)
	Canto a lo Divino is a Chilean rural oral tradition blending poetry and music, in which singers improvise or perform religious décimas (ten-line stanzas), passing down spiritual and communal knowledge from generation to generation.
	The Choapa region keeps this tradition alive, and Bodegón works to safeguard it alongside local communities and new generations, acting as an active custodian of local intangible heritage.
	Ultimately, it serves as a bridge between Bodegón’s commitment to artistic excellence and its deep roots in Choapa culture.
	Artist Residency
	The Artist Residency Programme invites international and Chilean artists to develop creative processes connected to the landscape and culture of the Choapa Valley, encompassing a diversity of disciplines, techniques, and approaches. Resident artists explore the region, engage in dialogue with the local communities through open discussions, and develop work that is subsequently presented in exhibitions.
	Artist Residency
	Artist Residency
	Artist Residency
	Artist Residency
	Resident Artist: Oswaldo Ruiz
	Video work at Jumex Museum
	Resident Artist: Oswaldo Ruiz
	Resident Artist: Melanie Smith
	Resident Artist: Melanie Smith
	Next Resident Artist: David Batchelor
	www.bodegonlosvilos.cl
	Los Vilos, Chile.

	The Bodegón Cultural Los Vilos project is funded through the Cultural Donations Law, the Collaborative Cultural Organizations Programme (PAOCC), and the Art in Education Fund of the Ministry of Cultures, Arts, and Heritage.

